20                    KING CHARLES I
had been a waste of time, he was filled with resentment against all Spaniards, especially Oli-vares and Gondomar, and against Hispanophiles such as Bristol. At once he set about detaching Charles's mind from any idea of the Infanta. Charles, however, had been courting her for many months, and the thought of returning to England without her was deeply humiliating to his proud, reserved spirit. On the other hand, he could not, in honour, abandon his luckless sister or his religious beliefs. With bitterness in his heart against all foreigners, Catholics, and women, and with growing gratitude towards Buckingham who had saved him from these dangers, he deciddd to leave Madrid. He thought it wiser to say nothing of his change of plans till he was safely out of Spain, and parted from Philip with lavish cordiality, but nevertheless sent, before he sailed, a messenger to Madrid, forbidding Bristol to proceed with the marriage negotiations. The two knights errant arrived at Portsmouth in October, after eight months' absence, and were met by such an outburst of popular enthusiasm as neither was to know again. To the average Englishman it seemed as if his future ruler had returned from the mouth of hell and the man who had brought him back was Buckingham. At last King James's pro-Spanish policy would be overturned, and overturned by his son and his favourite. The instinctive antagonism of the governed against the Government now found a leader who had hitherto been universally envied as the chief recipient of the King's glittering bounty.1 Buckingham
1 During Buckingham's absence in Spain, James had advanced him to a dukedom.